ELDER LOVE USA

Dear Friends
of ReLeaf,
Many thanks for your steadfast support
to plant more trees in all communities,
so that everyone enjoys cleaner, cooler
air and the feelings of well-being that
urban trees provide. We need trees
and greenspace now more than ever
to help us deal with the isolation and
stressors caused by COVID-19.
Despite the challenges brought by
COVID, Fiscal Year 2020 (FY20) was
successful in many ways at ReLeaf.
Indeed, the fast ramp-up to working
remotely via new technologies has
made it possible for greater connection
with the ReLeaf Network members
and our grantees located throughout
the state. It has been truly inspiring
to learn about the creative solutions
the urban forest community is
implementing to respond to this crisis.
Our first two large California Climate
Investment (CCI) grants closed
smoothly in December 2019. These CCI
programs were historically significant
due to an exclusive focus on trees in
disadvantaged communities. ReLeaf
and our grantees forged many great
partnerships with community groups
in underserved neighborhoods over
the last four years. A storyteller helped
us capture the unique challenges
and successes of these projects. Two
excerpts of those stories are included
in this report. You can also read it here.
We dramatically expanded our
educational program through webinars
and interactive online meetings as

well as hosting our first-ever Virtual
ReLeaf Network Retreat in May 2020.
Recognizing that Network members
missed having a chance to chat over
coffee during the retreat or have time
to share all the issues they’re dealing
with during COVID, ReLeaf kept the
Zoom ball rolling with a monthly Learn
Over Lunch program launched in June.
Looking to the future, we’ll continue
to support the Network and grantees
on how to manage urban forestry
programs during a pandemic. Our
Urban Forest Leadership Training
program was postponed in 2020 and
will launch in 2021 to support the next
generation of tree champions. Last but
definitely not least, thanks to securing
CAL FIRE funding, we’ll release our next
grant program with over $1M for tree
projects.
In this report we highlight four areas
of focus for us — climate resilience,
environmental justice, strengthening
nonprofits, and engaging new urban
forest advocates — and the progress
we made toward these goals this year.
Take really good care,

Empowering grassroots
efforts and building strategic
partnerships that preserve,
protect, and enhance California’s
urban and community forests.

OUR PROGRAMS
NETWORK

Convening a Network of urban
forest nonprofits and CBOs for
collaboration and peer-to-peer
learning.

OUTREACH & ED
Sharing resources and research
to support healthy urban
forests through local activism.

GRANTS ADMIN
Cindy Blain
Executive Director

Seeking and providing grants
to local groups to plant
and care for trees in their
communities.

ADVOCACY
Please note that this report covers the
fiscal year from July 2019 to June 2020.
Photos of people without masks are from
events prior to the onset of COVID-19.

Speaking for trees in state
legislation and providing
resources for community
groups to find their voices.

Grantee Story: Growing Together
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA
It’s a concrete jungle in some of Oakland’s poorest
neighborhoods. Many schools, homes, and businesses
sit in close proximity to freeways. It’s hard to breathe, heat
wafts off stinky concrete, and water can’t return to the
ground and recharge. People suffer. The nonprofit, Growing
Together, wanted to change the environmental and human
impact of choosing concrete over dirt. With its Root to Rise
program, they removed over 10,000 square feet of asphalt,
creating conditions where trees and people can flourish
while
reducing
pollution, beautifying
With its Root to Rise
learning spaces, and
program, they removed
educating the next
over 10,000 square feet
generation on the
of asphalt, creating
importance of trees.

conditions where trees

Collaborating
with
Oakland
Unified
School District, Trust
for Public Land, and over 20 school communities, Growing
Together has been a founding leader in Oakland’s Living
Schoolyard Initiative, which mitigates the environmental
burden felt at five public schools flanked by congested
Bay Area freeways and traffic. Two schools had absolutely
zero green space, but all that changed with an investment
from a Green Innovations grant from California ReLeaf.
For example, Prescott Elementary is situated by a nearby
BART station, a busy transit area for commuters. They
engaged the entire school campus to redesign and install
two new outdoor learning areas by removing 8,000 pounds
of concrete. Students, educators, parents, and volunteers
created a new garden-based classroom, planting sixteen
fruit and 25 native trees, and installing irrigation to keep
them growing. The school district also invested in hiring a
garden and nutrition teacher to oversee the new space and
its corresponding classes. School staff were also taught how
to care for the trees and improve their maintenance and
irrigation strategies to support the new growth.

and people can flourish.

Growing Together hosted ecological classes, tree planting
education events in Spanish and English, and presented
on food justice issues to students and volunteers. They
trained over 370 elementary students on urban forestry,
and 25 adults in how to support schoolyards, gardens,
supplemental environmental education curricula, and sitebased stewardship practices. One student, Aurora, reported
to her teacher: “I can’t wait until my tree gets nice and big so
that I can bring my family here and tell them that I did this.”
All in all, Growing Together not only reduced greenhouse
gases by sequestering carbon, they impacted the overall
health of students by increasing access to healthy food,
improving outdoor conditions for exercise and play, and
offering vital education programs that prioritizes handson, project-based learning. Approximately 850 students
will benefit annually from Growing Together’s efforts. By
collaborating in the design phase with Oakland Unified
School District, Growing
Together
strategically
“I can’t wait until
ensured that the comy tree gets nice
benefits felt by this grant
and big so that I
will be sustainable and
replicable because they
can bring my family
heavily focused on the
here and tell them
infrastructure needed
that I did this.”
to support the Living
Schoolyard Initiative.

Three other schools also received “urban forests and
orchards,” and again the school district invested in sustaining
these efforts by providing outdoor plumbing, irrigation
systems, and full-time garden and nutrition teachers to
regularly hold outdoor learning classes. Collaborating
closely with school staff, volunteers, and allied CBOs,
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“

“California ReLeaf provides essential advocacy in the field
of Urban Forestry as well as critical nonprofit resources,
ensuring our success. Our typical funding does not allow
for us to engage in advocacy around Urban Forestry and
Urban Greening, so California ReLeaf fills this essential
role. Without them, we would not have as robust public
funding options, and we would not have made the
progress that we have in terms of making nonprofits
more competitive for State grants”
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NETWORK “LEARN
OVER LUNCH” SESSION

+
49,000
TREES PLANTED
REPORTED BY THE NETWORK

“

“California ReLeaf is helping change the world for the better by connecting small
communities like mine to the resources and support we need. With their support,
we have been able to plant over 300 trees and educate more than a thousand
students on the importance of environmental justice”

- SUMAYYAH DIN

COMMUNITY ORGANIZER

113,000

“

VOLUNTEER
HOURS

CITY PLANTS

REPORTED BY THE NETWORK

“Thanks to California ReLeaf, City Plants
was able to develop a new tree nursery pilot
program and connect with network members
who have experience and knowledge
in nursery and workforce development
programming. We are so grateful!”
- CITY PLANTS

LOS ANGELES, CA

“

SUSTAINABLE
SOLANO

“Out of the knowledge that came from the numerous
resources California ReLeaf provided, we are now
incorporating large shade trees into our designs
when feasible. And with some advice from CAL FIRE
and California ReLeaf, we performed a canopy gap
assessment in central Solano County, as part of EPA’s
Environmental Justice Small Grants Program.”
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140,000
COMMUNITY
MEMBERS
REACHED
BY THE NETWORK

“We are in constant contact with
ReLeaf. We know we can come to
them with any questions or ideas
pertaining to Urban Forestry”
-ANONYMOUS
NETWORK FEEDBACK

Grantee Story: Fathers and Families
of San Joaquin County
STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA
Stockton is a city struggling with excessive violence
in the streets, and lack of access to healthy food and active
living. The City’s charter states 15% of the land should be
dedicated to parks and green spaces, but less than 6%
has been allocated. In past years, the City also declared a
moratorium on tree planting on city-owned property, making
it difficult to bridge the gap between those two numbers.
However, advocating for a better tree canopy and way of life
in neighborhoods affected by “The Green Divide” in Stockton
is paramount to residents’ overall health and livelihood.
Environmental burdens in too many Stockton-based zip
codes register in the top 10% on the CalEnviroScreen 3.0.
Two nonprofits, PUENTES and Fathers and Families of
San Joaquin County secured Green Innovations grants and
partnered with landowners to figure out ways to increase
Stockton’s tree canopy, improve air quality, and begin
healing racial and social injustices.
Father and Families’ program, Healing Roots, offers a sense
of social justice as it pertains to violence and the environment.
Stockton residents, like Beatriz Barajas who lost her 24 yearold daughter in 2016 to gun violence, wish to find peace. She
was able to plant a beautiful tree in honor of her lost child
through Healing Roots, a program of Father and Families.
The program focuses on transforming pain from losing loved
ones to violence by creating tree memorials and dedications
at Brandon Harrison Memorial Garden and sometimes

where the violent act occurred. “A lot of the time, people
go to the park and there’s always violence or they go to a
family’s house and there’s violence, this is a place where we
want people to come and feel peace and feel love and honor,”
said Raymond Aguilar of Brandon Harrison Memorial Park,
who works in the youth and justice department at Fathers
and Families.
The garden is also culturally
“It’s as if I’m
relevant, as it is home to indigenous
watching her
healing plants and is a place
grow again,”
dedicated to holding healing
Beatriz said of
ceremonies, community workshops,
and rites of passage events for
her daughter.
youth. It’s where Beatriz was able to
further her healing process by honoring her daughter with a
planted tree. Seven other mothers followed suit, beginning
the healing process, and together they have vowed to care
for the trees and visit them often in the future. “It’s as if I’m
watching her grow again,” Beatriz said of her daughter.
When vandals threatened the long-term care of those trees,
Fathers and Families empowered a small but mighty transient
population to protect them. Along with Beatriz and many
others, this population also learned about the environmental
and health impact of shade trees and why they deserve extra
care and attention.
Another Fathers and Families program, Seeds
in Concrete, is an environmental justice
and stewardship program that helps the
formerly incarcerated and youth gain valuable
leadership, interpersonal, and workforce skills
to care for themselves, the environment, and
their communities through tree planting. This
education effort showcases how disadvantaged
communities suffer from The Green Divide,
fueling citizens to take action and reverse
compounding damages to their health and
neighborhoods. They hired three full-time
environmental justice organizers to assist with
creating “a constituency of green thumbs in
impacted communities to take back parks and
green spaces.” Story continues...

EXCERPT: CALIFORNIA CLIMATE INVESTMENTS IN URBAN FORESTRY

2020 Supporters
INDIVIDUAL
DONORS

CALIFORNIA RELEAF
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Desirée Backman, President
California Department of Health Care Services
Catherine Martineau, Treasurer
Canopy
Igor Lacan, Secretary
UC Cooperative Extension
Mario Bercerra
A Cleaner Greener East L.A.
Greg Muscarella
Nutanix
Ray Tretheway
Sacramento Tree Foundation
Andy Trotter
West Coast Arborists
Kat Superfisky
Grown in LA

STAFF
Cindy Blain
Executive Director
Sarah Dillon
Communications & Grants Program Manager
Chuck Mills
Public Policy & Grants Director

David Adams
Mark Applebaum*
Desirée Backman*
Mario Becerra
Cynthia Blain*
Duane Bovee
Chenghuan Chu
Gail Church*
James Clark
Haydi Danielson*
Emina Darakjy*
Darleen DeMason
Sarah Dillon
Rose Epperson
Anne Fege*
Jennifer Garland
Jones Richardson Trust Grace*
Jan Hall
Martin Heatlie
Isabel Wade
Chuck Katz*
Ken and Nancy Knight*
Ellen Koldewey
Rebecca Kuzins
Igor Lacan
Steven Marks
Catherine Martineau*
Errol Mazursky
Patrick Meroney*
Chuck Mills
Jennifer Mulcaster
Greg Muscarella
Debbie Mytels
Beatrice O’Keefe
Amelia Oliver*

Christine & Peter Oliver*
Kanami Otani
Gary Patton*
Paula Luan Phillips
Family Foundation Pick
Elen Plane
Melissa Rakestraw*
Eleanor Rieffel
Susan Rosenberg*
Mariela Ruacho
Paulette Seagraves
Jane Smith
Kat Superfisky
Ray Tretheway*
Andrew Trotter
Dan Woo

CORPORATE
DONORS
Adobe Ststems, Inc
AmazonSmile Foundation
Boething Treeland Farms
CAPA Strategies
Davey Resource Group - Sacramento
Edison International
Growing Together
Microsoft
Nonprofits’ Insurance Alliance of CA
Northrop Grumman
Sierra Health Foundation
The Nature Conservancy Sac Office
Urban Ecos
West Coast Arborists
Wholesale Grocers, Inc.
Zoom Video Communications
*Asterisk indicates repeat donors who
gave in FY18, FY19, and FY20. Thank
you for your continued support!

Amelia Oliver
Network & Operations Program Manager
Mariela Ruacho
Policy & Education Strategy Program Manager

COVER IMAGES THANKS TO
CALIFORNIA RELEAF GRANTEES
AND NETWORK MEMBERS:
A Cleaner Greener East LA, Avenal Historical
Society, Caltrans, Canopy, City Plants, City
Trees, ECOSLO, Green Tech, Harrison House
Music, Arts & Ecology, Hole in the Ground
Art Studios, People and Trees, Sustainable
Solano, The Watershed Project, Watsonville
Wetlands Watch, Your Childrens’ Trees.

CCI GRANT STORIES WRITTEN
BY KATIE MCCLEARY

FY 2020 Expenses:
$1,752,499
79% GRANTS
3% NETWORK
2% ADVOCACY
10% OUTREACH & ED
6% MANAGEMENT

Empowering grassroots efforts and building strategic partnerships that
preserve, protect and enhance California’s urban and community forests.
2115 J Street, Ste. 213, Sacramento, CA 95816 • (916) 497-0034 • CaliforniaReLeaf.org

