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Re-Oaking California 
5 Ways to Bring Oaks Back to California Cities

     Could restoring native oak 
trees in cities create a beautiful, 
functional, and climate-adapted 
urban forest for our children? In 
the newly released report 
“Re-Oaking Silicon Valley: 
Building Vibrant Cities with 
Nature,” the San Francisco 
Estuary Institute explores this 
question. Funded by Google’s 
Ecology Program, the project is a 
part of Resilient Silicon Valley, an 
initiative developing a scientific 
foundation to guide investments 
in regional ecosystem health and 
resilience.
     Native oaks can be excellent 
choices for streets, backyards, and 
other landscaping. Requiring 
little water after establishment, 
oaks can save money by reducing 
irrigation requirements while 
sequestering more carbon than 
most other common urban trees 
in California. Oaks are also a 
foundation species, forming the 
base of a complex food web that 
supports the most     
biodiversity-rich ecosystem type 
in California. 
     Linking neighborhoods to 
regional ecosystems, re-oaking 
can also create deeper 

revered for the beauty of its nature. 
Including native oaks in urban 
forestry programs and other 
landscaping will bring the beauty of 
oak woodlands to our backyards and 
streetscapes, enhancing the unique 
nature of  California cities. Native 
oaks can be complemented with other 
species that thrive in the same 
ecosystem such as manzanita, toyon, 
madrone, and California buckeye. 
Planting multiple species will build 
ecological resilience and reduce the 
risk of disease outbreaks. 
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connections to nature and a greater 
sense of place within urban 
communities. 
     The Re-Oaking Silicon Valley 
report contains a wealth of specific 
guidance for urban forestry 
programs and landowners to launch 
re-oaking programs. To get started, 
here are a few highlights:  

PLANT A DIVERSITY OF 
NATIVE OAKS
     California is a biodiversity 
hotspot, unique in the world, and 

By Erica Spotswood



PROTECT LARGE TREES
     Large trees are hubs for carbon 
storage and wildlife. Storing more 
carbon per year than smaller trees, 
and retaining the carbon already 
sequestered in years passed, large 
trees keep carbon currency in the 
bank. But protecting existing large 
trees is only part of the puzzle. 
Keeping large trees on the landscape 
also means prioritizing planting 
species that will become large over 
time (like oaks!), ensuring that the 
next generation of urban trees will 
also provide the same benefits.

LEAVE THE LEAVES
     Tending oaks with a 
low-maintenance attitude will 
reduce maintenance costs and create 
habitat for wildlife. To go 
low-maintenance, leave leaf litter, 
downed logs, and mistletoes intact 
where feasible, and reduce pruning 
and grooming of trees. Leaf litter 
can reduce weed growth directly 
under trees and enhance soil 
fertility.

PLANT MULTIPLE TREES OF 
EACH SPECIES CLOSE TO 
ONE ANOTHER
     Planting native oaks of the same 
species close to one another will 

Historic Year for Urban Forestry
 
 
Governor Jerry Brown and the California Legislature 
negotiated a state budget and public policy package 
this year that included a $4 billion park bond, the 
extension of cap-and-trade to the year 2030, and record 
levels of funding for urban forestry. When coupled with 
other administrative actions pertaining to green 
infrastructure and important amendments to the Urban 
Forestry Act, 2017 will be remembered as a turning 
point for urban forestry in the Golden State. Specific 
highlights include:
    Assembly Bill 1530 (Gonzalez-Fletcher). The 
measure augments the Urban Forestry Act to speak 
directly to connecting urban forestry to job creation, 
stormwater management, social equity, climate 
adaptation and more. The bill clarifies the scope of the 
Program to address appropriate maintenance of our 
community trees, including eradicating pests and 
disease. AB 1530 also makes this program permanent, 
and allows CAL FIRE to reinstate its advance payment 
policy for grants to non-profits working in or with 
disadvantaged and low-income communities. 
    Assembly Bill 109 (Ting). This part of the 2017-18 
Cap-and-Trade Expenditure Plan includes $20 million 
for CAL FIRE’s Urban and Community Forestry 
Program plus another $26 million for the new Urban 
Greening Program. The former now represents the 
largest single-state, one-year allocation for urban 
forestry in U.S. history (breaking the record set in 
California in 2014).
     Senate Bill 5 (DeLeon and Garcia). This is the 
Legislature’s resources bond, which will appear on the 
June 2018 ballot. It contains no less than $15 million 
for urban forestry, and millions more for local parks, 
river parkways, urban streams, and other conservation 
programs directly relevant to urban green 
infrastructure.
    Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities 
Program (AHSC). Revised Guidelines adopted by the 
Strategic Growth Council in July make green 
infrastructure a threshold requirement for all projects, 
with each project needing at least two urban greening 
elements. Urban greening is defined in the guidelines 
to include tree planting, green roofing, community 
gardens, bioswales and more. The AHSC is funded by 
cap-and-trade auction revenues with 20% of these 
funds continuously appropriated.
    Visit http://californiareleaf.org/programs/legislative-
advocacy/ for more information on these issues.

LegisLative Update

By Chuck Mills, Director of Public Policy & Grants at 
California ReLeaf

help ensure that trees can 
successfully pollinate one another. 
Aim for less than 500 feet between 
oaks of the same species. 
Pollination is critical for the 
production of acorn crops, which 
are important for many wildlife 
species.

ADD WILDFLOWERS
     Native wildflowers and shrubs 
can be planted near oak trees to 
provide habitat the benefits a 
variety of wildlife. Ideally, aim for 
mixtures of species that bloom in 
different seasons to ensure that 
flowers are available to birds, bees, 
and butterflies throughout the 
year. 
      Before the arrival of orchards, 
and then cities, oak ecosystems 
were a defining feature of the 
Silicon Valley landscape. Ongoing 
development in Silicon Valley 
creates an opportunity to use 
re-oaking to recover some of the 
region’s natural heritage. Yet these 
opportunities also exist elsewhere. 
California’s urban forests will 
require transformation over the 
coming decades to address the 
challenges of drought and climate 
change. That means our choices 
could help shape the
resilience of urban forests for 
decades to come.
      What do oaks mean to you 
and your community?  Let us 
know - we’d love to hear from you! 
To ask questions, tell us about oaks 
in your city, or get advice about 
re-oaking in your community, 
contact project lead,               
Erica Spotswood at 
ericas@sfei.org.  

Erica Spotswood is the Applied Ecologist at the 
San Francisco Estuary Instistute

Links for more information:
• Blog: http://californiareleaf.org/

uncategorized/re-oaking-california/
• About the author: http://www.sfei.org/

users/erica-spotswood 
• Full report: http://www.sfei.org/projects/

re-oaking#sthash.EQnIafu8.dpbs



Thank you, CAL FIRE Regional and State Urban Foresters, 
for fighting wildfires throughout the state. We are grateful for 

the brave work you do to protect our communities. 

David Haas has been with CAL FIRE for two years, 
serving Los Angeles and Ventura counties. He received 
his Bachelor’s in Forestry from Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo. He is a 
registered Professional Forester and 
licensed Pest Control Advisor. He 
enjoys providing help to 
communities with well-managed 
urban forests and educating people 
about those benefits. David has 2 
daughters and is the Brownie leader 
for his 8-year old’s Girl Scout troop. 

Robert Little is the new State Urban 
Forester for California and runs the Urban 
& Community Forestry Program. Robert 
received a Bachelor’s in Forestry from 
Humboldt State University. He has been 
with CAL FIRE since 2005. Before CAL 
FIRE, Robert worked for a private lumber 
and logging company. He is a Registered 
Professional Forester and a Pest Control Advisor in Forestry 
and Right-of-way. 

Lynnette Short serves San Diego, 
Imperial, and Orange counties. She 
holds a Bachelor’s in Forestry & Natural 
Resource Management with a 
concentration in Fire & Fuels 
Management from Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo. She started her career with CAL 
FIRE in 2003 as a seasonal wildland firefighter. She became an 
urban forester with CAL FIRE in 2006. She stays with the 
Urban Forestry team because she enjoys witnessing the positive 
change the program makes for her community and she enjoys 
the people she works with. She is a mother of 2 and her time 
outside work is spent helping them pursue their goals.

Abigail Srader serves the Inland Empire 
area. She holds a Bachelor’s in Forestry and 
Natural Resources with a concentration in 
Fire and Fuels Management from Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo. In 2006, she took a job 
working in the Urban and Community 
Forestry Program with CAL FIRE as an 
urban forester. She enjoys the challenge of 
Urban Forestry, working with great people 

to accomplish the same goals, and seeing projects succeed in her 
community. She is a mother of one and outside of work enjoys 
jeeping and being outdoors with her family.

James Scheid serves the Bay Area/
North Coast. His Bachelor’s is in 
Forest Resources Management 
from State University of New 
York. He has been with CAL 
FIRE since 2008. Jimi feels 
honored on a daily basis to serve 
in a profession where the people 
he interacts with are as diverse as 
the urban forests where they live. 
He is a current member of the ISA, WC-ISA, Society of 
Municipal Arborists (SMA), and Society of American 
Foresters (SAF). He has many hobbies including camping, 
watching live music, and pursuing novice woodworking 
exploits.

Julia Bartens is the new Urban 
Forester serving Sacramento Valley/
North California. She is currently in 
firefighter training. She has a PhD in 
Urban Forestry from Virginia Tech. 
She worked for Davey Resource 
Group for over three years. Interesting 
fact:  she is originally from Germany.

Gregory Dion is an Urban Forester for CAL FIRE 
serving the  Central Valley/Central Coast area. He 
received his Bachelor’s in Forest Resource Conservation 
from Humboldt State University. He started working for 
CAL FIRE in 2015.
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Want to Help?
Every dollar donated to 
California ReLeaf helps us 
strengthen and secure urban 
forestry legislative efforts in 
California by speaking for 
trees at the Capitol. 

Donate online at:

California ReLeaf is a 
501(c)(3) tax exempt 
organization and donations 
are tax-deductible. Our Tax 
Identification Number is 
90-0138904. 

Thank you for 
your support!

Updates:

ReLeaf Grant: Social Equity Tree Planting

We have released a Request for Proposals for the 2018 Social Equity Tree Planting Grant Program, with 
up to $800,000 in funding available for tree planting projects throughout the state. 75% of funds are 
available to projects in disadvantaged communities and 25% of funds are available statewide. All 
funded projects must reduce greenhouse gases. Applications are due no later than Wednesday, 
February 28, 2018.

More info: californiareleaf.org/programs/grants  

Find this & past newsletters online at californiareleaf.org/newsletter.

californiareleaf.org/donate


