
California Needs

Over 94% of 
Californians live 
in an urban area

California’s urban 
areas are home to 
approximately 200 
million trees.

There’s space for 50 
million more trees in 
California’s cities 
and towns!

ur·ban for·est
noun: the trees, plants, 
and natural resources 
within a city or town.

Example:
The trees, parks, trails, 
and green spaces in your 
community - even your 
back yard - are parts of 
the urban forest.
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What do urban forests do for California?
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CA’s urban 
forests

CA’s worst 
GHG pollutor

2010 
emmissions 
rate

Annual 
sequestration
rate

Emmissions vs. Sequestration

x 200 million trees
$1,000,000,000

CO2 Reduction 
savings per tree 

per year

Ozone & 
particulate 
pollution 

reduction per 
tree per year

lives in least 
green areas

Likelihood 
of being 

physically 
active

3x
more

 likely

40%
less

likely $$3.6 billion 
added to 

California’s 
economy

lives in most 
green areas

Stormwater 
treatment & 

flood control 
savings per 
tree per year

Energy savings 
by utilities and 
customers per 
tree per year
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x 200 million trees x 177 million trees
$720,000,000 $1,499,190,000

intercept one 
Olympic-sized 
swimming pool 

worth of 
stormwater 
annually

177 million trees shading homes 
and buildings reduce air 

conditioning energy use by
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6,400,000,000
K I L O W A T T H O U R S

It takes 7.3 
100-megaWatt power 
plants to produce 
that much energy.

Likelihood 
of being 

overweight 
or obese

Urban forests 
support 60,000 
California jobs 

annually

Homes, goods, and services 
sell for 

12% more 
in communities with trees than 

without trees

for a complete list of sources visit: californiareleaf.org/whytrees
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Sources can be found at californiareleaf.org/whytrees



California ReLeaf’s mission is to empower grassroots efforts and build strategic 
partnerships that preserve, protect, and enhance California’s urban and community 
forests. We work statewide to promote alliances among community-based organizations, 
individuals, industry, and government agencies, encouraging each to contribute to the 
livability of our cities and the protection of our environment by planting and caring for 
trees.

To learn more about the importance of California’s urban forests, visit californiareleaf.org/
whytrees.

California ReLeaf

2112 Tenth Street
Sacramento, CA  95818

Ph: 916-497-0034
FAX: 916-497-0038

info@californiareleaf.org
californiareleaf.org

C A L I F O R N I A

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, age or disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.


